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The Lor had r11ade it cle;,r t'1 t the gospel was to b · taken not only to 

Jerusalem u·.tt al so tnJ ltlea , Sanwria and the t t erirost part of the earth . 

Fro., the h ma., vievpoint the church ml seemed to have been ver J slo1-1 in 

carryi ne; out this comn.ission, but from the divine viewpoi ·1t not hi ng is 

slm·r . min the extended ministry in Jerusalem is seen the p3.tient endurance 

of Goel in relatio to His chosen people Isr el . .a.tt they had he rd !l.nd the 
was 

t:L'tle had nou come for the church to e::9and. 
~8:le-4) 

T11e means God used Here the 

fourth persecution a"ld the result was itnessing in Samari a (8 :5-25 ) ~.nd 

on the r oad to Gaza ( 8: 26- 1.:0) . Ho1 rever , we s c1ll consider this chapter 

i11 r el ation to tl1 e three pl :ices cU1ound which the actio cente ·s. 

Op · n i o 1 ,;-ras evidertly livi Jed in Jerusalem over the death of Stephen. 

rn the o 1e han l the 'P. ere devout Jevs v'10 were not so s:.1.re th· t ju tice 

had bee"' rlo'1e, !'I l ~ t \ as probabl,.r so e o: tho e ,. 110 saw to Step!'l.en ' s 

bJ.ri -:il (vs. 2) . So dlst,1rbr l 1-re, they t'1at t·,e~r ma:le la .. entation 

this opinion a~d so an,ther persecutio ore,' s out . 

A. T'1e PernecuteJ. 

'i.'he :1crsecutio.1 11robably centereJ. arounl the Greci, n Jeus of Jer1.1saleri, 

:or t1,e church there vas _1rctty ucll scatter':' 1 11e ·cept t.he a:'.:"ostles 11 (vs . l) . 

This ma:r have been oec<>·..1se t'1e H"'llenists took t:1e b --:.mt of the pE:.~ 

attack Hhich ha 1 starteJ ~rith Stephen, Perhaps too son•e ofthe advice of 

Ga aliel s · tll line;e::.'ed in the ears nf the 'anhe lrin an1 they uere not yet 

!•·ill i.ng tn tn!lch the ",::>nstles. ~t <1ny rate the epostles still reI'lcinP.d in 

But th.i.s ,-ras GoJ 1 ~ ~-ay of s_wea~1i •c Hi5 rord , 101· as they :1ent they 

:preacbed the word ever:-,r. here ( v<e; . h) . cf. 11 :19) . Robe ·tson calls these 
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11 emereency preachers 11 (III, 102) for they u0re not or lai!'led cler.::~nen. But 

isn ' t this the no1·mal :1attern for all redeemed people , for the Great CO! ission 

uas nev0.r ei von solely to or laifled clere;ri ,~n but to every believer :in th,,. One 

,,) o gave it. The early churc'1 un ler.,,ttod that , an l this fo-_trth persectition 

11as God ' s rieans of ci vine them a p1.tsh on their uay. 

B. The Pers·,cutor 
comMand 

Frorr this point it is not Peter but Paul ·rho beeins to deri,and the account 

i 1 this bn0li:: . The te ·timony of Stephen an l the co 1timted preaching of the 

a-:iostles s "'ed to t11rr1 hir,! ii to a one man e;estapo for he is besi de himself 

with ante~ . T_lis activity is d"scrib":d like a wilrl -"11i.mal for the ,•rorcl tra nslated 
sphere 

11avoc is the same as found i?1 Psa . 79:13. The smi_".!e of his acti vity extended 

i to the very homes of the believers a, d tlw scope of it included T.,.or:en and as 
hale 

uell as the men, a Kl his purpose was to d:ira:g ( l iterally, drag) them to pr5.son. 

As t0 the proceedure ~ackh;ur1 p ints o-1t that : 

These ·were the·1 e~~amine,l in the synae;ogues--the courts of 
instance; anl if t11Py proved otidurate were be,ten and othtrwise 
torturer! . Loss of t,heir property as natural consequence . Such 
seenes were enacted in ' all l;l1c synaGoeues.' p . 111. 

11The Jews have 110 deali gs with the Samarit ans" (Jn . 4 :9), but the 
but 

Chr:i.stians do . It ls a shame for Chr:istians to hav8 r ce prejudice, :md the 
bad to le~n 

early church ii-/.rJ1li:f /shirMr/i. that in Christ "there is nei ther Jew nor Greek" 

(Gal. 3 :2[') . In some yays , hm-rew•r , the Samaritans were '·rorse than aliens for 

they did have Je, ish bJ ootl i n their vei 1s , but they ~rer ~ heret ics (cf. 2Kg. 

A. Fhili (8:5-8) 

Another deacon co es nou to our attention (cf. 6 :5) . The earl y church 

had an active board of de-co11s, a 1d they uer active in the thine that the 

101· commanded every Christ,iant. The pattern here is the sa'le as everyuhere-­

Phili p preached C'1rist, not the chucch of Jerusalem, the peopl e l istened, 
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God attestPd th8 oral me ssaee with miracle::: , and. there was j oy at t'1e 

recE' ~tio~1 of t.'1e ''or'· • 

B. Sbon Hagus , ~ (8: 9-2.5) 

~l) T-fis bacl.-e;round. ( 9-11). On the scene now comes one Simon hagi,1s. 

'fhis ,.ord, of Persian ori.ej_n, bnt found in the Old Testm1ent (Jer . 39,30 , 
as ,,Tell as i n t he Classics , ; s s;:ii 1 to h ve bee:-, , •risi ally the mu 1e of a 
Hedia 1 tribe , )Ut was -"'t ~r1-rards e, iployed • • • as a _;e·1eric Jesi..; tion of 
the priests , philosop11ers, and ne1 of scie ce , in the Persian em_•i re . 
Such, 10 doubt , •rere tl· ·ise Hen ( l·i:"•gi) supernaturally E,1.1ided fr om the 
'fast to Bethlehem; t o lo homace to the , •w- bor "l Lt 'f,; of the Jews (1-iatt. 
2 , 1 ). The con 1.ectmon ··hich eyi steel bet, r n a ~ie 1",:, Ori . ·tal scie ice , , ti1e 
occult arts , as for i ,st<"T1Ce bet reen ast ·onomy a11d ·,strolo;_;-y, oc casioned a 
101-rer a_;_Jplicati on of the name to sorce"ers a d 1-1izar ls , mm:m1 a secondary 
usace F'ric:1 m;:iy Ptill be tr c0i in our words , ,asic a.1.d m .,;ici n . Al ev:ander, 
I, 326. 

,.ince the enti e t e1:l'itory :ras flooded at this time 1-iith l·iessianic 

e:::pect,,tions, it ffi"Y be thnt Sir .on cl aimed s ome -,essianic clisti.T1ctions . 

Besides bein5 a ma~Ll.S , he ·-ras a philmsophPr; and he had el abo ·ated a 
hierarehy of div--i 1e emanations (i.e,successive medi"ltors bet ween God ~nd 

an) h'ch he ccilled Por-rers . Of t11ese Po:r·rs he professed to be hi• s<>lf 
the chief, i;iv:i.ne himself the 112..me of The Great Po~•! r of God. Rac'mam ll3. 

This .-ras the background of the. man who had the people of Samaria 

foole:l 1hPn Phi li,? came to preacl-t Chr:ist to them. 

(2) Gis Baptism (12-13) . After the people believed they uere baptized 

"'.·ri th water as a testimony of their fatth . Si 0•1 too believed and ~•1as 

bapti zed, ·out he evident,ly c1ic.1 not believe unto salv·,tion as evinced from 

the rest of t.'1e account . There is a .faith Hhich i ~ 1ot unto sal vatio 1 ( J as . 

2 : l~- 20, especially note vs . 19) 1.n l there is " fai 'l-'-1 ~rhich is unto salvati on 
or a.1ount 

( Jas . 2 :21-26) . The .liffore 1ce is not in tl-ic qulaity of the f aith but in the 

0bj ect of the f'aith. Sirnon evidently believed that J sus ,;as a ereater po·-·or 

from God t.fuan he uas , but he did not rec<>ive Him as His 01-m Saviour. I t is so 

eas,· to b 0 lieve facts uithout ever havi!1g tra sferred trust to another . ◊.lly 

the latter al'l' th"'t unt o C'1rist save::, . Simo ' s subseque11t action sho::rs that 

his belief ,:ras only i n the mir<>cles (vs . 13) cinrl not in -i:,hc {isen Saviour. 

This incidE'·1t also clearl:r shot··s that a pnrsoP na:· bE> b, :::-itizej uH:10ut havin.g 
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ber:m convertr•d. It also shows th<1t eve 1 in the most caref_illy g1arded 

cir.;,mstances (for no one wcin.ld do·lbt ... hilip 1 s abilit:y to discern) the 

tares uill e:roF with the whe t. Sir1on believe:i and uas baptira@d, but 

"the belief' 1.s intellectual assent , <1n' the baptis11 ras i 1t19lJectual 

co sent . n ::orf:an p . 20''. 

(J) His '3:>ckslidine (18-25). 1:oney talks once ae;ain!' .3irioey i s 

traffic i.1 ecclesiastical 1,atte,·s , ,.. 1th.is m1s th i; 1<l1ich led to Sr.on ' s 

unr1asking (cf. 2 P0ter 2:1.S). Th" a:,:ostles had co e doi-m to 1~y their hands 

upon the believers that thc-?y ni::;ht receive the Hol., 3piri t . '11en Sil"'on sau 

!-,his r:· rvelo ts ,_JO •er He le sire l to purchase it. One<> a ..;aini t is t,ht~ holy 

1~ithont avail. Si 011 lo=-s not repent b1t only lesi1·es that the j udgment 

would not f::i.ll J.po_1 him (v • ')J,) . He anted escape at the price of ,o ~·epen­

tance . Th , , .J o li!as not. saved is shmm by Peter I s words "T110n hast 

neither part <1or lot in [;'1.i.s mat Lei· : for they hea1·t is not richt i n t.he s i ght 

nf C- -r1 11 ( Ys . 21). Th;,t :;.i.J :on I s profcssio -f ·:;11.ris i.,_i_ani ty uas e:,::cell ent -Ls 

sho·m by t ·1e fact th "'t Philip :lid not s-"e t•u·ou~h hlin . 1f t'.1e Roman Cl "tolic 
in ~·iJnon 

c:u.1rch has its begi mines i:l i·,'1e \poet l ie .::;r a it is ri~ht here , for r-r0 Ls 

0'10 fi1•st one to trJ to purclrnse reli~ ·.on \ it', noney a 1d here is the first one 

to .)ray t0 'eter! The legg1.Js nf c'mrc::1 ·-istor:,r have it that Si .. o"1 did riot 

rerient 11 but t~1at he.vi g lost j, ;_s reput.,t.ion or -,t lcnst his jnfiuence in 

Samaria, he we'!t t o B.ome--t '1e co!''!!,1on resort of !ill n0u teache··~ , philoso;_}11ers , 

,3.nd :lmctrinaj.res--2 1 the-·e 1 0~1 a bnd.7 or .1 isc·i_ple..; ;,iho preserved his n1emorJ and 

te •c'1 i ng, .?.nd p1·oved t o ; c1. :boot of BAll and bit uerness to the church . 11 1:-.c! J1aml20 

T' i s :i.s the t:cagic end of ci man i-110 had t:re~1t.est o :1ortunity in the k .owle lse of 

t he truth, but who had never received the Crucified and iisen S2_vioU1· i '1to his 

heart . Ea.· no one ·rho reads t.hese paces be relying on his acceptance of the 

facts of any creed or preachi 1g; rath0r ma;;r all oe snre that they have recieved 
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the Pe··· on into t heir h•)arts . There are many S:L ons in 01..1r ch.u·ches today; 

there are t oo :e--r Peters anJ ?hilips. 
111. 

C • Peter and John ( 8 :jJ-25) 

se 1t Peter an 1 ,John "' S their ernJnisaries. Here are two !"!en so divo· se in 

riat·1re yet 1-rorkin:.., tosetlrnr in p r rect harmo i.,' ir. the Lor,1 1 s --,ork . Incident"'l1Y, 

this is alf;n the last . ,.., . t:.io of t!1c a post le John in tm Ho1-r resta.ri.cnt histoI"J. 

111 co, •ection 11ith the uord. above, nntice too that 

Je:nmalein Church. Ther'1 ls little pri.,acy in t,h· t. 

'ope Peter uas se ·t bj the 

- /hen the~.,r ca11e their >:>ravedj ., ... ., 

and laid their '1ands on the believers and the Samaritans t'1en received the holy 

Spirit . O..i.r Lo:cd li'~ened the uork ni' the Spii·it to the uind which 11blm·ret11 

11here it listeth11 (Jn . J :8) ; t11e boo,;: of Act furn:i.shes z,any e:-:am)les of that 

truth . T·e do lnou 1-mat the co i_ E of the Sr:iirit, on thes Samarit1:ins accomplished, 

for Paul tells us that in 1 Cori 1t11ians 12 :lJ . They wer at thi s momcmi; 

bap·t:.ized into the bnd,1of Christ. l11at hap.1eY?ed in Jer_lsal em on · the dc>y of 

Pe tecost ha)pened in Samaria when. Peter a 1d vohn came . :a.i.t ,;e cannot estab7 ish 

a pattern fromthe boo!,- of i\c t for hm· rle comes. If ue say that it is thro1tgh 

the layint; 011 of hands the:n --re re .ember t.hat s.tc'1 uas not t'1e case 0_1 the 

rla:r ,..,_:: Pentecost nor a.t th0 ho .. se of Corne] ius (:il:.O: L~). If we say that it was 

alwyas D'J the hands of t1e apostles as it clearly was in this case (vs. 18) 

t 11e-ri in the very. neYt c\-ig~ylier He fi ,d a.11 exception in the C" Sta of the apostle 

- aul ( 9 :17). Four tir'les in the oook of Acts there is record of the cornine; of 

the :Spirit 1po gro .rs or believ,rs (cha_)ters 2, 8, 10, 19) . Fror. these no 

:1attern ca,, be estab1 ished. If ue today wer" seeking an example fror. the book 

of ·.cts then we must ta1~e the Gentile e:campjpe in chapter ten. TherJ the Spirit 

car:ie the ~oment t 11ey believed and. 1-rithout a:ny human instrwnent. B.it the question 

of t 11e delay of His com:Lng in Samaria is still ,_mans··rered. 
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ThP enmity betnee the Je,rs a!'ld t11e Samaritans '1as already been referrr->d to. 

It seems to me that thlid, 1 ras the reason that God 'lelayccl the eivine of the 

S:)irit i11 Sa·1aria . I:'HE had come as rle -:lid i"l Cornelius 1 house without any 

hwnan instr~lment the Samaritans r:i.shi:. have considered that they had been uiven 

a Sq__"!ar·i.ta Christianity i n dmBtr adistinction to the Ju dean C'nr · tiani ty. just as 

they ha.l set up a riv<'-1 1-mrshi:) to Judaisr.1 . T'•us the inf,,,11t chu ·ch :~o·.;J.J have 

bee 1 spl it befor0 it had sr1read beyond the borde ·s of Palestine . B.tt by 

tising the ·i..11ter medi.::i.te means of t11e ha'1ds of the a
4
)ostl"'S frori1 Jerusalem in 

the givine of t~-e Holy .::ipirit, God assured chitrch unity. Just the op.,osite 

was necessary in th0 c se of Ge 1tiles, for Go:l did 11ot use human instrumente.llty 

t, .... shri:-r the Je,,rs th.,t '1entiles He;.•e being received on an ~qual basis . 

The rivalry of ce,t,_p•i.es r:iay very likely have been t~1e reason for delay 

in the g · f t of the ., ~JyGhost . 

1\.fter the reco,·d ti1e thl~ discovery of the true charucter of 3ii on the 

account of this partlc·.1lar i•1cide 1t in Samaria closes in a most wonderfJ.l uay : 

"And they • • • ret irned to J erasalem, and preached the ~ospel in many vill ..:es 

of thP- Smaritans 11 (vs . 25) . The apostles are ever at th,....ir b·1si'1ess of 

proclair'lins Christ whe:::'eve-· t '1ey 1-~ent . Samaria was receiving the eospel not 

o,,ly t11ro 1,..;h P'lilip but also thro1.,s;h :?eter arrl John . The e;i.rly church still 

has her one track r.iindJ 

III , ROA'J TO GA.Z!\ ( 81,26-/i0 ) 

The thrid scene in t'1is chapteris set on the road to G2.za. 

Gaza was a stro 5 f nrt:ress , tvo . il "'S fron tl1e SA8 , ".)t thn c--treme sout'1 
of Pa1e•,ti 11e . ',. th0 6g_yptiq.n trn.ff:Lc passel thro h it, it 11ad for a lone 
tir,e been a fl o•JBishine city i ~ splte of many rev0 rses , sucl1 as that in 
the 4th cent ry 3. C. 171,e, o 1 his I arch into .'.!:gypt .le-x:ander t11e G:ceat ha ·l 
sacked it after tno r10"1ths 1 seige . In v , C: . 96 hm-1eve1· the ;. 'l.Ccabea, _)rince 
Ale;:ander had utterly destroye'.i it : a...,d after t' is it rem .ined desert. 
,ievertheless , un 'er the favo r of t'1e R,-,ma 1s it revived, but the "leu c itJr, 
distineuished by the 11a:1e of 1maritru ,e, 1 ·•rris b1ilt on tli~ coa.st , lee.vine; the 
ol d Gaza still in r ... ins. The direct roa:l tn typt ,-1011:i rc1:1 thro-l,_;h the old 
Gaza, - ,,, t· is is the poi t of thP r•:ir ard QQthis, viz . the old city, is 
desert (ed) . Rackham, _,p . 121-22 . 
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On t,.,is ro3.d was "a man f Ethio1)ia, an eunuch of grP.'\t authority under­

Candace queen of the ::thiopians, w}10 had the charge f all her treasure, and 

hal core to Jerusalem for to worship" (vs. 27). Although it is possi bl e that 

t his man was a Jew who was born ·n Ethm_pl~)i a (which was all of Africa south of 

Egyi)t), it is more li1cely that. h~ was a descendant of 11am. He was a eunuch 

and a official of the queen of .J:thio:[Ji a whose title uas Candace. He had been 

to Jerus lem and evidently tvas a proselyte of the t;ate (cf. '.Jeut . 23 :1) .How 

he was r eturning home a11d rea<lin ... from the Septuagint of Isaiah, whi ch copy 

he may have bought -i_n Jerusalem. Under these circumstances he ti.re converted 

a11d thus t!le eospel i.s l")re ched to nne uho b0lo•1es to the third part of the 

ere-=it co, 11 !iss5.o l . ~ 

Dut the story is '1ot of the eunuch; it is of Phi~ip . His Hork, though 

differ ent from that in Samaria, if still in view. This is t 11e first record of 

;erso 1al work in t!1e book of Acts a1d it is in this connection that we consi ler 

the nar:.:ati ve. 

A. Freedom of the Spirit 

In the Old Testa 1ent the sovereig11 work of the Spirit is in so11e 'rays r1ore 

evident than in the New Te tament, for He came and departed at will. It is 
ministries 

no,..,_etheless true that, al.though there are abi_di'1g r.EXId:ks of t,he Spirit in the 

beli EWer today, His wnrk is lone at will today (Jn. 3 : f ; 1 Cor . 12 :11). 1-Iere 

is another example of the freedor, of t11e 0 1i rit in His work:L-·1gs--to take a 

rr:an who was .:loi g a successful ,,ror!c among aariy people and send him to preach 

to one lo '1e man, r1either was this mP-rely a terr:porary i 1t erruptio'Yl of Pru.lip 1s 
previ ·us 
work, for •·Ihen he h d preache 1 to the I!:thmopian he was '1ot allowed to return 

to the place from wliutch he ha(l bee, taken, but Fas caught away to Azotus . 

-·e k"1ow not how, where , or to · hom the Spirit may choose to direct us; therefore, 

recogniz i 1~ this funda~ental f~ct , there must also be a second Jrerequisite £0 

effective per so ~a1 work . 
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B, Fellrlowship with the Spi~it 

In order to recognize the out1 1orkings of the freP.domof the Spiri t there 

jnlst be continuous fellowshi:r ~nth Him, This may mean t.o hem? Him tell us 

to dothe1ormal ., antural thing; on the other hand, it ill mean such intimate 

c ntact lTith rtirn that when He does work :i.n the abnormal , unnatural way ,.,.e 

also hear jus t as cert1.inly. ~ Abnormal doPs not mean lJ.ROrderly, for where 
is lea'l:i.ng 

Hill 

the 

Spirit leads there is order (1Cor.lL1 :l,o) , but too any be1iAvers assume that 

G -:l I s will is al,iays the '1ormal, common se ,se , ay , xMfl&1['tlrse t o :ESsume ttoo.t is x 

WD:i:wx. ~~1~0 • fas there anything reasonable about Philip I s 

lea vi 11g a city- wide revival in uh · ch there was e;r·at blessing an i many souls 

saved to eo to a des011 ted place? nen the angel of thr· Lord spoke to Philip 

he simply said "Go". He lid not say why or with what expected results (vs. 26). 

:.)hilip ' s fellowship 'Iith the Spirit was so close th;:,.t l1e knew >ithout boud.t that 

tl-i:i.s '"as a mess'1.ge from t heT,or-1. It was 11usual b-.it it 11as God I s way. To 

assume the normal pattern of livine; is eas.Ler bl'">cause it is lAss costly . Fellow­

shi!) uith the Spirit -:osts everything you have--that is the r< ason so many 

believers knm-r nothi.1g of it . It Ls rnueh easier to 1-J.ave yo.ix 01m way about 

some ·t;hings and then to live in a ,ormal patter, of life, for ·giving up all 

is too costly a pri cA, some belie·re, for the sueetness of the consciousness of 
unus .al 

His presence to guide into the normal or :.aimml:Mal. Thus there must be a third 

factor i·1 persona' work , 

C. li'aithfiuness to the ;:;pirit 
is u '1Droken 

Fello1-rship ~ as faithfulness abi les . The ..)pirit said 11 Go 11
• 

Philip 11went 11 (vs . 27). .3ecause he obeyed, the S ii t spoke aeai 1 a11.d said 

11go 11 in a more specific way (vs. 29) . Philip 11ran" and aeain because he was 

obedient he 1-ras not at a loss fo;.1 worlis as he spoke to t ·1eeunuch . Do not 

miss tl--te fact that :EikF Philip lid not presume upon the ..;9irit. ·:"--ien he was told 

to eo to the desert that is all tha·l; he did . He did not assume that the first 
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c·1ari.ot that cane alone T-Tas his man. Indeed -:1e cannot be sure uhether Philip 

underston:l tlpt he mu, sent t the clesert to witness. Several chariots may 

have ;,assed a<J, out ~'hilip ' s faithfol,ess to the S_ irit uas re.:a.rded vrlth 

e-v:plicit i'1structions co ,cerni 1g ·testifying. It is often just as important 

to rera 1in sileilh as to S_?eak, but when the Lord says 11Go ::i. ,d spea'~ 11 then . 

Gntlxto ?.x: fa:imf l x. .an:. Y One uonrlers if some of the hie;h pressure metho:is 

ased toiP0Y are ot A substitute for fPllo--JShip so i ritimate that He can 

direct t~s as He di 1 Philip. r11 , 1101-1 sweetly exphcit and detailed is Goel ' s 

1 ading of His obedient chi lren. But it costs . 

;J, Fesrll:'ss ess in the Spirit 

11-len one is being led in this l,Tay then hA c -in be fe1.rless i.n the T,ord. 

~ct11'-ll ly to rnn u;i to cl'1 importai,t m"' like l,11 · s a'1d to ask him if he 

u:i erstoorl w11 ·t he Has read.ine wa~ a ver.;1 bold act. It inturded u2on '1is 

privacy ., id it may h2sve been tc1ken to '1Uesti_on his intelligaace . fut Philip 

was bei ,g led of tee ·;pil'it and he coul 1 be sure th.at ~omeone had prepared 

the ua:r for him. Yet fnr al 1 ~ is asressi,-e PSS he ·,as e;:treraely -n.se anl 

tacfful . He was '·Tise in that Philip arrested the eunuch ' s attention by a 

pla. on ·-ords .; •~ his first nuestion "Un:lerstandest thou what tl•ou rea.:lest '? 11 . . 

(lilhdorstand in Greek is c;inosko "nd. rea is ana~inos1~0). He 1-r.:1s actfuJ. 

in that he ·lid ot pounce u.1on t.he m:i. bnt d:. 10t even sit with hiPl until 

he was asked so to do (vs, 31) . He uac: f1rther 1-1i.se j_,1 that he coul "l answer 

the 01 '1ucri ' s 1uc-tion co 1cP.rni n1: thP. Scri_1ture. He --•as ran 'i11,:: from Is iah 53: 

7- 8 '.l ' "hilip sj_mply s10vrnrl th: t t' e :r,ro,)het uas SI:)eaki _: of ~ C'1.rist -uho 



1_0 

uhen they came to r'atcr thl" eun11ch r "'Ile t .,11 it. Verse 31 is not in th b'3tt 

mrurn.scr-Lpts and t'1ereforc sho 11-1 not bP used as ;:i fornml<> for sa.:tv;::tj on. 

'T'½, l "ri._;ua.:;e of verses 38 an' ,9 i 1'.tic-<ite i "'3-'Sion and there is no doubt th t 

this 1Ps the :ener.:il ~r cti ce of the earl:r ch1.1:~ch. 

f' er this the Spirit r,iraculo1sJy c:i ~ht Pl-iili:1 a\·a~r ,1 11r> is -f'ou1i 

' "O.rG.i.. 1.lf'S 

tmi;jl 11e r.01.es Lo ';a,"'c-"1•ez>. ·r·1~re '-lJ <:V.i.. ' i:n~l..,· ~e+,t1,,>1 a'.ld !.1acle hj_s ho1 ( c "' . 

Acts 21 :2~). Thr-> f .... •+, t 1Pt f-hili.) 1n'1ht,l ess never sa1T the u?mch a..,ain ~..is 

usdi:>rscores "'ll t11at 11:is been !.:Bi 1- -·~he.ce mist be such close felloush-i.:1 ~:ith 

t '1P. S .i.rit th~.t IIc nay lirect, us to t'1e O'fles o.f Hi:. c'1c0si'1g i 1 the -/J/if/./10 

<;!t-1H~ l:.,,' /,y/ 11,y,C Cl'm-:d t.'1at }_)as~"::- ci:,r d;i~r ~fter lc1.y. The 1~ork in ~c1na:cia 

remi "? 1. ti_, t :ltlu!t a an nn:.r be b;-\i-i:.i::;cl n•1 l not , !'e.-:J.eemed; the incident, on tho 

road t" Gaza, i.]lat a 1 .n may be a cl1t1.r"l1 P10mbcr and ot redeemed. If the 

''ecord in anr J.'ia is a r •cord nf nass cvarigellsm, the eunuch remin ls 11s -Lll"t 

r,o. l Is cirim· ry conccr11 lf' aluays fnr the indi vl dual whet,h, r be be alo'1e 01· 

one l 1 a in:•ss . Both the :i.nci:lent1:; conclusivel y lemonst.rc1te th~ t He is the 

soverei en Lo·,d or thr> CJ1urc-h lircct:l.J'f[; i!i:ID::m!dy the rr.en:ber s of ":'Ls bor1y 

c:=9lici tly and in le'~" j 1 • 


