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'· • Our atcention i s now turned to 01e of the seven deacons , Stephen . 
,/ 
. 

•ris ve,,.y name indicates o •e of t·1e reasons why he is so ~ortant in the 

e:l.rly history of the ch 1rch for his n::i.me means cro·m a 1J. he was the first 

to wear the martyrs c1·oun. l\ct ually th.e imrd martyr means 1-rltness and his 

de-;ith only prov-ad that he w.:is a faithful wit ness , it diJ not make h im a 

martyr . .JU.t i n the s:mee in vhich •·e ise th~ uord today, that is, of o 1e 

who gi ves his lif· for the gos)el, St ephe"'l was the first martyr • 

.3tepher'J is also importa ,t as tre con 11~ctj_ •g link between Peter and 

!3aul, for -Lt is at the end of this secti on th--t Paul is first mentioned. 

riot only histo:oically, but a l so doctrinally Ste!)hen :i.s the J ink betwe -•n Peter 

and Paul , for in this nessage he shows the temporary character r,f the law, 

a theme which . 'ail.l so abl y ,1evelops later 0'1 . Hi.s importance, th~11 , i s not 

t o be guased by the brief time he rinisters . 

I. SYHAGOGUE- - STIRRr·a OF PJ!:OPLE ($ :8- 7 :1) 

3tephe'l is a deaco1 to uno Go l eive., adled res.1 ;.1Sibili ty . He not only 

served tables but he also served the ford in much the same way as the apostles . 

rle dil signs and~ nni.racles am0gg the peopl e , b'..lt hfue special direction 

of his .i sit;vy must have bee·1 toward '.is m-m H<:;llenist,ic Je-ws , for those of 

tl-ie syraf.gog 1 e of t11e Libertines soon rose agalnst him. "The Libertiries (Latin 

libertin 1s, a freed.ma 1 or the so 1 of a freerlrnan ) we ·e ,Jews, once slaves of Rome 

(perhA-'.lS desce 1a1ts nf t e Jc· s ta'·e to ,-lome .s captives by ."'o:r.ir,ey ), 10w set. 

free :r-i.d settled in JerJ.sal em " d •1•1mero'1s e"lo 1~h to have a syna~o~ue of their 

mm. Sche-.1rer C"l1 s a T·1l.rm.d:i.c myth t'1e stateJ'lent t'1at ·there were 480 synagogues 
i 1 Jer,1sa1 em. The 'C uer · ma !, '10 loub~, out '10•-1 ;:i ,y no o"le k o 1s . . .• 
\p::_:,are 1tly Like 11e ·e s )Caks of five s ich synagogues in Jerusalem ( t '1at o: t ·,e 
Liberti es, ')f t,:1e Cyrenia·,s, of the Alexa 1dri3.1s , of Cilicia, and of ,i.sia ). 
There ;-m::n1 .. 1r0Dably , 0ere c 1ough Hellenists in J r 1sale1 ~ to 11 ve five s 1c"1 
su.rna:;0_;1es . 3..lt the 1a·1r:,,.1a~,e f Luke is 1ot .clear 011 t 11is point . He may n1ake 
only two gro,.1_:is instead of five si 1ce h uses the art icle ton tmbce . • • • 11 

A.Tn II .. 75. 
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D'y so:me means these u believing Jews wex-e able to stir up the people and 

they hailed St e9he before the 0anheiri11 . This time a formal charge is made 
found 

alt'l1011gh fals 0 accusers had t o be broJ.eht to Jo it . The charc:e is bro- fold 

(vs. 13): (1) Ste1)hl:ln was speaki ng aga.mnst the t emple and ( 2) he was chansins 

the law of .ioses . Of course uhat Ste he;1 had said P'"S conpletely 1-rrested fror:i 

its setting just as i t '"'lS in the case ofo·1.r i.orl (c f. Joh·1 2 :19; 1, :21). This 

kind of char ;e is eve;1 more diffic,.1.1t ~o ansuer , but it labelled him a 

blas::,he,1er (cf. "Jeut . 13 :1-S). As ne s t ood before the sa J1edri·1 the clory 

n.f Gnd '•las r _eI ected in '1is fact and it shone as the fac-.,., of an aggilll (cf. 

Ex. 3Lr:29; 2 Cor. 3 :18 ). And thus like his Mast er, Stepheri is asked 11 !\re these 

The lo 1e;est seri o i'1 th~ boo'~ of Acts is b€fore us. It is as lon[; as 

the t hree of P::i ll ' s 111:b to,·et'1er , and it is an able defe:- se, not for St ephe., , . -

but for Clirist . Actuall y the name of Jesus i s ;.1ot .. entio'1ed .,H'1ough He is 

referred to once (vs. _5?). One also notices the number of vari ations in this 

s er rori fron the rec or l of t'1e OJ d Testai ent . Stephen doubtless read the 

Septua::,int transl tion · rhich did differ in sone :')laces fron the J:febrcir Old 

Testamtnt. ThA varic1.tions are not contradictions and since t hey do "ppeo.r 

SlCh a , roblem to some ai.ctu~lJy lLPS in the ·loctrine of ins
4
iration. ½cause 

certain ad·'it,i.0n 1 f1.cts ap ear here does not mean t hat tl1e Sept1ae;int is 

insnired b-•t it does ~0ean that this u 1;ch i~ h~re is . 
- ) 

Jf' \-re seek a te:<t in St13!)he"1 ' s mes c1e;e it may b~ s1..'.1ll! ed u:r in the ,;-rords 

r:,f verse 51: 11as yoar fath ,rs rli 1., so dn ye . 11 Stephen proves '1is point by 

the simple farts r:,f Jry;.rlsl1 histo~~r, cl · axine his pords witl1 the present 

rcj ectio of J csus . His .css~t3c begi1 s bi th a statene·1t concerni ~g the Go l of 

5:lory; it ends 1 rit11 ,. r.1anif station of t'1e (:lory of Goel (vs . 2 ·L.:· S:: ). 
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The h i stor.r 'of br<>h~1 is first cited (vs . 2- c) .('or he :i.s the one to 

H 1 ori aJ l J ews look. He •ras also t11e outstan:hng man of faith ~-1ho beli eved 

God. ani sir::::>l; too': Hi1' ..,t -hs ·or l . It , as to .brahar. that t ·,e _:-,ronises 
bei11r; t', one 

uer.n [iVP.'1; tJ1e most r-rtL1ent O11e co cer11i':1e: the seed. 'i'he pr.orlises ·1ere 

receiverJ. by fait'~ apc:rt frri- 1 -rorks . 
(vs . 9-16). 

Frori '.braham Stephe~ ;:ias es over Iss:.c .., d Jacob to ,Tose)h. This is 

Joseph -· '" a 

iI"c: ~ ~s s ., , because of ,,. vy (cf. '-''1r!· 15 :10) ; Goe ns ~ri th Eir ( ~f . 'cts 

10:381 Joh::i 3 :2 ), there Has ., fa.r.ine ~,hich pi ctl1.res Isr:tel I s er nclit,io~ ;:,.t 
;f1en 

Via~ t,i .. e ; c:-nd i t -i:-ras the ~econr'l. time that Joseph uas revea.l ed to .1i s 

br·ethre 1 just r1s i t uiU_ be ~t o·.1r Lo:'_: 1 s seco.1d com:i. ' £; tha.t I srael uill 

know ·1iI1 uhom th ':' pir.rc,., 1. 

F:i.nally Stpehen co:11es to Eos<"s (vs . 17- J"l) Pho Wc":S of S.)ecial coaccrn to 

hi!~ for t.he charge aeai:1st hi.m 1,as ,. 7 ted i,o roses . In the n1lness of tir:e 

roses ~J8.S born to be a 'e"'.iYerer of his peo:_:,le .:roll Ef;;rpt (cf. Gal . L~ :u , 
b1t •1e 1~as i ·ejectecl of h:i.s peo)Je just as J ,=,s1s C'i:~j_st was bei11._; rej ected 

ch1J.rch in vs. Jc shm1.lcl b,.., tr-anslated ass0mbl y . Tliis is the non- technical 

1.:se o!: the "Ol'd and cert .i: :y ._;iir- s _,,o libe.cty ±:or t 11i nkint; that the church 
'i,.. ~ ~ .,.,,.,J.,_, t;lq_, In; 1i p~ . 

wa.s in tho Old Te.;tai cnt. ) 

Iht even after :-. ses the apostas;f co:rt. i_n_ecl (vs . 39- ,.,3). It ,-~as evident 
("l 

13ven ,:hile .. ~ e0s uas on the r.10unt !''3Ct> i vi .~ t.he :t;ir, for the people de;na-1ie.d 

a gold.en calf (vs . !il. ). It uas evident in tl-\e v:rorsh i ~' of the hosts of h_.aven, 

'"olcch a r.1. Remphan (vs . )!2- 1J). -~e spea';:s then rf t'le tarJcrnacle an:l. of SoJ.on;on ' s 

temple an~1. at thi s point aaawers part of t'1e c:>hrcc a~ai nst hirl. He had been 

clv,r::;ed :7ith sa.yin:; thanes eei'1st the temple, b.1t God does not dwell in 

t e• ')les nade ~' ll'en (cf. l rr;nes 8:27; I sa. 66 :1~~) . Firial l_y he :,,,eJces the 



applicati o11 to the present occasion. Ye , 11c says .:Ld:l.ress:i 1c t.he Sanhedrj_n, 

are the ones -:rho are no1• .·ejecting the ncssase of God e.s your fathers 

h2.ve ..:i.one in the past . II makes it clear ',h1t t',is is a sin a~ainst t,he 

Holy Ghost, and he ~laces the bl ame for tl1P sJ ayi 1g of: Christ squarel y tdr' 
their door st ep (vs . 52). 1•11 of those 'Jho have been cited a.,r Stephen in 
this r evie· r of 
Isrciel I s h i stooy have been l onel y men--those nho 11ave stoo~~ for the t r uth 

of God i ri the midst of their '!,UbPli0vine gener1tio s . Just so, cT esus of 

:azareth now stands al one r•l-io is t he final and com,,l ete revel ation of God , 

As thoy rej ect"!d the others, t'1cy are no" rejecti'16 'rim. 

ITI . SAUL--STff!I71- (7 :5b-~) ~ 
As St ephen bega 1 t o bear rlmm -. Hh the truth the , 1embe1·s of the co .ncil 

besa'1 to rm.,rrinr a-id cr e:1te riisnrder, Fi 1ally the convicti0n 1·as so great 

that they i 1terr-,;.::1ted his messaie and rusherJ. npo, hiin i n ~re • .,arat io!1 for 

the stongi ng , Again ue have an c:·ampl e of the ma--1 of God using t11e Hor d of 

God in the po; er of t'1e J,1irit of God to brill::; convictio:~ (cut to the he~rt 

is also us0.d in 5 :33 ~. So an~ered ·.-rere they- t hat, they literall~r gnashed their 

teet h at hi m l ike ravenous be;ists, stopped their ears so. as not to hear a,1y 

thing r:-iore, cast h:Jll out of the city, arrl stoned hiiri . There W"S 10 vote 
r#-c. k ~ ~6-M#,-6.~ . 

or no co ,cern that th,_y blreuselves tirl net h.::.ve the pouer of ~)as sing a do 0 :t;.b_ 

--S.,entenc.e .. 

1h t in i t all stands the ser ene fieu,re of .'.::tephen. He had dei:i vered his 

so·..1.l in his messas, and no,•r he com!'littf'?d hir self unto hi s Lo·.-.d. As he l ooked 

i nt o heaven he beheld Jesus st,1 11di ne; on the r i e;l1t hand of God. Thi s i s not 

the '.tsiJ.al positio 1 i.n v',i_ch the Lo ·l i s pictured in heaven, for he i s s..,ated. 

i-lor ean suggests the reaso01 for thi s exce'i,Jti on : 

The two ~ositions s,1geest t ·,e t1-10 activities of Hi s Priest hood . 
He rras Pri est <ift er t 11e or 'e,,. of ~\aron, ~,•1ose business i t 1 ras to make 

tenement . ,ls inch ·re :sits at t 11e r ig11t hc>nd of G, d , beca 1.sc His : rork 
i s accomplished. B.1t He was a l so a priest after tl-\c order of I·ielchi zedek. 
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· lle-1 Abraha.!11 was ret,urninc; fro1 co flict , 1· elchizedek broaght .forth 
bread and wine. Helchizedel< was a prie"t of God Hho ministered to the 
fai lin~ strength of the warrioi· of faith . Stephen sau t'-1.e heaven 
opened, and the elory of God, and t 1rn great -.rchetype doing Eel cl-Jizedek I s 
1-rork, st::i. ,.., ling ~d mi 1istering. :3ecause a 1erober o.r His Jody 1-Ja in p<1.in 
and sufferi11g, He stood to m:i.,,ister to him in the hour o.r his ai:;ony. 

Eorgan, p. 18~. 

Then, as they were stoni '1g hiJn he kneeled ancl. _•rayed t,o the Lord (one 

of the Yery rare ..i:J'm:tal1 exaT!l!Jles of .,_ rayer adrkessed 1irectly to the secon:l. 

Person of the Trinity/~tJo petitions . One concerned himself : "receive ITT'J 

spirit. 11 The other concerned those -rho Here stoning him : u1ay not this sin 

to their charge . " (cf. 1.ke 23 :34) . The1 he fell asleep . and uent imrnedi·::.tely 

into the presence of his Saviour. Stephen had entered into the rest cancer u.ie 

which he h2d s~">oken to the raging a l violent Sar.hedri..11. 

a,t the stor-,r does not ead thr>re . 1iJe need the first port of the first, 

verse of the next c'-1apter j_ 1 or ler to Y11ake it complete . Stephen is dead, but 

God I s truth 1i'ves on~ md will soon be"'r fr 1i t in the life of the ma--i Saul. 

0.1t of Stephen comes Saul i-110 at this r,01:1E>nt was standi g by holdine; th 

clothes and co 1se11tin£; to the death ( . .',cts 2:, : 20; Ro, • 1 : J2) . It shoul d be 

a ·, encoura.;ement to realize afres11 thRt even out oS: tragedy Go ·l I s :,urposes 

~-<1-t-~ 
are ~.dva ced. So it was ,w;i,;l;h the first, Chri.stian martyr . 


