
-
' ' .. Y.JRITY ~ _ RGI''G '1-- f'~ 

/ 
1 

11 Fo1· the tile .i.s cone that judgment, r.mst beein at the ho·.i_se of Lod11 

1
1 Pet. !!:17 ). 11 ll1L ··s he ·1;hicl,hath C'llled you is holy, so be ✓ e holy 

:i.n a,l anner of conversation 11 (1 Pet . J :15) , Person<1.l purity uithin the 

asse bly is probably the ;:r at.est sinsle ?1eed o.f the visible ch1.i..rch to lay. 

It h2.s a,r:Tays been so, for even as early as l,he end of t'1e a.Jostolic age 

i r,1mn•ity had not o .ly crept in but taken hold of some of the local groups of 

that day (cf. R·v . 2 cind 3). Chapter 5:1-ll ori nc;s us J.)On a similar and 

sad scene, for no·· Satan, 11"'ving been ul1successful ir att· eking the church 

from withoclt, no.· at!,ac'rn fror,1 i ithin And in relati on to the matter of 
II ~l' .,_, . . t ~ . t' '-- . t f 

• • • .l. ori vr1l.S !)Ol.n n..:.xc~ 0e .1J..S orJ o_ sets isa hi stoI"J of 
personal . puri t:y- \ th~ cr01·~h of tares among the uhee.t--first hypocrisy; them 

J111.1rmurir"t£:; (v:i.J ; Jiss.ension ():v); an.1 sharp c ntention (yv 39) , 11 Rackham p. 64 
I. P: I TY P. OC:::\IJ ~D (:tevien·r) 

A. In Preaching 

Bjr , .. "·Y of revi er; it. is we"J.l to mm emphasize the purity of the early 

gro··.p :i.n their preaching. For instance, they p.1.'N1.ched " l:i.teral, bodily 

re urrect~ on (2 :2h; 3:J.2-16). Heithor di:lt'1e-J spirittnlize the millennium 

( 3 : 20) . T0.eir :loctririe Has nure a".ld it 1-ras in this th '>.:l. the c11t·.rch 

C<uti uel (2 :!.i2 ). 

B. In ~r ;i.ctice 

Toi_s uir quickl,; be bro·.1ght to nd".ls. by re:ne. 1b rine the cle1 :onst.ration 

of their love f or O ·c -:mother in the fo llowshi:1 of e;oods ( 2 : 4h-4S; l!: 32- 37) . 

Th,•re 1-1ere no jealousies or quarrels--just pure love . 

II. P-unITY P2~~~vzD (5:1-11) 

Lan ' s ost vulnerable spots are insi le h :.s botir • ~atan 1;n.1st have 

reali-ed this i!'l relation to th 0 Do l:1 of Ch.,ist , for the church is !'lost 

V'tlner.cble to attack from 1-1ithin. fut in tl::iis instance God preser111es 

the purity of the groul) i 1 Jeresalem by pur2ing . Our Lord deiHares that 
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the fruitfol inclivid 1al Chl!sitian uill be the object of purgi ng (Jn. 15:2) ; 

may not this irincipl c a ~,ly to gro1lps of Chri stians as 1·,ell? ' 01llcl to God 

;·~e ~roulri remember today that often subtracti on fror1 the ranks of a cht1"ch 

wo Lld be better th<1n ad-iit:i on to them. 

A. Occasi n for~ >.rrgine mn=~s~i:T'la 

Bcirnabas , ~/10 h· l just sold his land and. brous;ht the mo,1ey to the 

apostles , was d<"1btless beinc ere"'tly honored lb;vr t he saints in Jerusalem. 

A-:-ianias a 1cl. . app 1ira also ha,.i real e tate and desired to sell it in order 

to get inon the :public acclaim iihich Barnabas was enj oying . They too 1-rere 

stirred to action, but from ver-<J impure rrot-ives . They mmted acclain and 

they :r~ntecl it at half- price . 

1-ike Achan , they woul l have tl1cir H ·dee of ::;o:lld, too; they would 
have their robes of honor fur- lined. JO t'1ey 11kept back part of the 
price . 11 'i'hcy tal"::cd it over to ti1eir )erfect self- justificati o:1 . This 
church com: unism ,,ras beinr.: cc.~·riei too far, they sai to each other, 
and unless a curb we:-e p·.1.t on this :·ilc enth 1siasrn, many would fi cl 
themselves in a state of 'e7en::l.e.'1cy an 1 oeggary for the·.r improvidence . 
They would be practic"l in their Christianity. Perhaps !:5arnabas himself 
would be .o;lad s0me d."y f0r a little help out of their wise savings . 
Little 0 imon 1s education, t or , woull soon be aking demands on the 
family exchequer, a.id a little C"ution o..r u: uld enable them to ,ive 
a well - trained mini ster to the church some day--a oetter e;ift than 
mo ey J So the fa ily of Ana:·,ias , •ent o .tt for the uabiJlonish garment 
:-ri th the nedge 0 gol d to boot . J. C .I"aca 1lay, A Devotio!lal Coru entary 

on 'fheActs of the 1\1ostles . Grand Rapids , Eich . ~;m , .r3 i:erdmans Publishine 
Company, 19l.t6 . P• 59. 

1.hat was their sin? It was not in kcepin:3 back p-irt of the price they 

had recm:r.ved for their _)rop"'!rty . Th~y had a perfect ri~ht to Jo that (vs . 4) • 

It uas not only their l ie, or that 1-ras the outwro- 1 manifestation of that Hhich 

-:-ras uithin their hearts . The sin Has hyprmcrisy. TheJ pretended greater 

devotedness to C11r·st tha'1 they really had, aid it uas for that that they 

,-rere ju9ir,ged. • 
People have come into the Church anJ acteJ hypocritically, h"'ve 

pretended ·to devotedness 1-T11ich was not true , to a surrender of life 
they have never actual1y made; they have 11•etendei ·i:,o be out and 
out for Christ 1hen ulterior motives l"Y behin-J their actions . And the 
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Holy Ghost sai d, nyou h:ve lied to he . " It is a serious thine to ..,e 
mtrue in the con]egation of God. God desirns truth in t~e imn rd 
part . :{e wants people to be zenu.: ne , aoso ..1.telJ honest before Him . 

H. A. Ironside. I-octu.res o . th e Book of Acts . '.fl Loizeaux Brothers . 1943 . 
p . 128 . 

There are unlird.ted applications of this today. Every time one 

sings "Take my ·,i fe an:l :::.,et it ue 11 .-rithout really meani:ig it he is conmutting 

the s ar:e sin as Ananias a1d 8aophira did. Every pretence in giving uith 

a e.esire f or the a., 1robation of others ia in this same category (Rom. 12 : 8 ), 

Every half- truth is the sin of Sapphira (vs . e-) . God appreciat es ho:1esty; 

God abhors hypocrisy . 

B. Operation of the purgi ng f 

1 . Throueh a holy rian . 'i.'''1e ·e are not many Christ.i.n.n lea lers like Peter. 

Too J11an~• Christian or..:;anizations U.JOi1 recei~,t of 1 gift of money not only 

donot inq 1ire into th.e sov.rce of t11c mo:1ey but riarcUy over discern the 

otive fOi.' givi.ng . H:=tJ \nanias I s .:;ift oeen brought into some churches 

t,oday or miss inn boards or c· i.ristian school it uou.ld have brou3:ht, the desired 

effect of e;loriftJine tlv:'l :.,i ver . Perhaps Ananb.s 1-rou.ld even have been put 

on the fi. ~ancial honor roll or his name .i. '1Sc:dbed or: the list of .ionors 

and sealed in the corner.:;tone of the ne b:.ilding . Pe"'haps they 1-rould have 

dedicated "' stained- glass Hindou to 'Jister ~a,:::>phira, bu.·i.; not if Peter T-rere 

pastor of the c'mrch. God g.i.ve us oi·e holy r1en uit'1 discerning eyes ~1hom 

God cm use i n the purification of his clnrch. Jo not take s11.elter behind 

L I ( ) our ord s 1-rnr,.ls II Judes not , that ye be iot jud__;ecl 11 !·1att . 7 : 1 ; 

ad lressed to hypocrites .After the hypocrisy is rem ved our Lori said that 

1·re shoul d "cast out the .ote out of t11y brot11er 1s eye" (matt . 7:5) . .-..d ....Lv4 s: . 
-r'-,'tf~,t.::,f~ c.,,d .l.-..--r-4_~~" a...a._~ , JR i,...it,5 tj..~ ._;;;,f'~~fa,-.... - ... 

-~- - ... tX ~ 9tl'-2 . I n a holy atmosphere . fut it, wg,s not Peter I s singl e- r1andecl act :Lon 

that nal~es this story astoundine- -it is also the purity of th8 clnrch . 

It is as if there could be no other 'isposition of sin in such a holy 
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atmosphi:ire . I-ior gan has I)Ut i t well : 

T½e ,isc .:.r 7i11e }¢ Spir:i.t w<1s <1t ~•rork, and the a·tmosphere 1-ra s 
s 1 c11 th" t it 1-1::i,c; :Lm:)ossibl e for a 111an with a lie in his he:1.I't to co ~e i n , 
wihhou t the lie being k:101m and detected . The t,rernendous , the 
overu'1elr.ing P)L'art of this picture , the thing that astonishes and 
fills us wit h awe, is not. the deat'1 of A:1anias and Sapphira . It i s 

rather t he purity o.f the -.:hu.rch t.h.,.t. compleeed that death; compelled it, not 
by law and control, r:,xt, by the· atrriosphere of the .:)pirit in 1-mich 
the Church ,•ras purified, ari l j_n 111 · ch the Church was ,;-rholly and 
absol~tel y at the disposal of the Spirit . p . 151. 

The church .'!Ust al ~~"YS be 09en to receive repentant sinners, bJ.t 

she must a l ways be so pure that th1.t ver-J pur ity co,1demns sin r.rithi..'1.. 

3 . Fro. a Holy Spirit. .-.!Uite often these days 1-re hear, reod , and 

sing of the Holy Sp .. :.ri t I s tender or gracious ministry. S01-ceti ~.es , one 

fears , it is fo:bgotten that He is the ~ Spirit, and where the Holy 

Spirit r e i gns , s i n cannot ,ossibly co- reign . So here this sin against 

t he .":>!)iri t is judged instantly, defi·1i tely, and openly. All s i n is 

j d.::;ed .., d al though God may not do it in Sli.mhl.ar ways to:lay ~re must never 

for get thA.t heaven 's silence is not co 1sent. Go :l is not -beoomi 1g accu s tomed 

t o im:)urity in His church; he hates it just as much to 'ay as He did i n 

t he days of Anani as a1d Sapphira. There are i ndicatims elseHherc in 

Scri,?t ure that physical death is the punishment for sin. Evidently in 

t he church a t C rinth ther was a wave of s li:ckness which 1-ras the result 

of t he s i n of di sorders at t~e Lorl ' s table (1 Cor . 11 :30; cf. 1 Jn. 5 :16). 

Even t oday there are instances in uhich ieath seems evidentl y to be the 

direct reaul t of and punishment for sin in the lives of believers . One could 

cite several i nstances l1here God took a baby from a home because of. sin 

in that hor1e . In another instance a church quite unj 'llstl y ousted their 

pastor. ..;ef ore the board could be c lled togethi<>r to take of <·icial action 

t he chairman suddenly :lied. A little liter after the deed had been done 

the deacon who lel in the opposition fell o"f a lad,er and was killed. 

A feF mo 1ths after that the clerk i;as killed in an automobi le acc ident . 
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Coincidence? ~o, si ply shades of ;.nanias and Sapphira . 

C. Outcome of vi1e Purging 

1. Pu:tity preserved. It was really an 'l.ct of mercy on God 1s part 

to t"ke Ananias and Sap_)hira in death (cf. l Car . 5 :5) . It was 

merciful for them in order that they mie;ht not fall deeper into sin. 

It ,.ras J11ercii\.1l for the church in order th·it for at.ti me at least the 

pur:i.ty of the testimony mie;ht be preserved . Human reasoni,g says 

that s,1ch a #f>i,-/¢,.r/-Y,-/.t/;-/i. drastic thingi uould. be devastating for the 

infant group . B.1t often subtraction is much better than addition and 

SJ.Ch was the case here, for as a result of this purity preserved more 

believers uere added (vs. J l ! ) • God will never fail to honor a pure 

testimony. 

2 . Fear . The p'...l.rging hac1 the seco•1.l effect of generating a wholesome, 

godly fe'U' 1-r.i.thin the church. It was a:).reo.Jy a 'iangerous thi ng to be a 

f olloi:-rer of Christ unless one uas willi 1g to walk straight . 11 Archibald 'fhomas 
R uerts0n. ord ?ictures in the ~Iei; Testament . ·r·c . dapper & Jrothers Pub .... ishers 
1930. III. p . 61. 

God. give us more of s·.tch e;o~Uy reverence . ~-:e too often worship the Lor· as 
in our ,. or ship 

if He were little more thana man; t"o o.f'ten/we are not ll?:m» as courteous 
to our Host for eternit,Y, to a host at dinner. 
inl~llli/rifs'ld:l?/l,t/l./V.ll-//¢1,,J. as we are ¢,.-Y,/f./tlrl-/i/1 r#i/r1{rl//-/>l,:/-Y,y/ We address 

I-Iim ..rlt11 disrespect; we sine; of aim in strains that are far from "spiritual 

songs,; 11 we exhibit littlo of the terror of the Lord (2 Car . 5ll) . 

3. Pouer . The chnrch p1Jre is the c11urch po,Terful . This uas demo.1strated, 

:i.f Fe may anticipate the next sectio11, by the miracles thr1.t vrere done and 

the re~ tltin~ salva.tion of !'!any sonls. It is little wonder that the ch,.1rch 

today is not :Jouerful for she is conti mally grieving the Holy Spirit 1-:ho 

is her life . Pews fired •·Tith sinn.i c Christians make ~ church lobbys 

necessPry in :overnment. It is much easiel' to seek a substitute for perso·1al 

purity, for a life lived close to the Lor 1 costs soricthine; . 
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_.,_:_:ain Satan att!lcks, ,~or the church 11avlne been pnrifie 1 once nore 

den< 1strates the marvelous po,·!e •of God. rhis br·Lne;s on the second 

pc?rsPcution u'1ich ends ot- as tl1e f .i.rst uid i n a mere warnin0 but in 

a be"t~ ng . O,1e ;rould t·1ink that there is o let-up for t he church and 
· constant 

t i-iat i t co '.ld !lot :ossibly survive under s_.,ch di fficul ties , 2'.1ite the contr~ 

is t I" te , horrever, for ,J11rgine; brc.ught power and persecution brings i creased 

test:iJnony. This i s not t he unusual thi g for Christi ans; th:i.s is God I s 

normal pattern ( {orr. . E: 36) . It is unusual l'rher1 we dm::rurt l i"Ve in ease md 

comfort , 

I , PRELUDE (5 :12-16) 

These ver ses arc an iY'terlude which form a bridge betwe •n the purgi ne; 

and the persecution . In one sense they give us the record of the result s 

of a purified church ; in another sense they record the events which form 

a preL1de to the persecution. There are t:ro thinss to noti ce--the events 

that too': plAce aJ"lone; the people anci t 11c events uithin the church i tself. 

Among the pe0p~e the tr-1th uas a~ain attest,ecl b.r the .riracles 1-:rhich 

the apostl1-;s did. . otLce that t he m·i.racles are limited to the apostles. 

This was God ' s · ,ethocl of co 1firJ1li:r!g the tr-:.ith of His ord especially in 

the :iays bPfor e the co pletion of t1'te written revelation of -1imself . Lc'l:, us 

not CdXF:f that to an e;-trerne, however, so that e rrr:Lss the point of ·the 

:?rese 1t day ap_·lic '-'tio . • l'he churc11 p 1 re will be a miracl e -,mrkine chur ch , 

o.tld it be goinc too far to ad 1 th?-t even physical and .. ental diseases (vs . 16 ) 

mit:;ht oe ore often C'.lrcJ. these days if leaders of the ch.U'ch uere as persoi1all., 

p1.1re as l~eter. God Has even ploased in those days to al low the shadow of Peter 

to eff"'ct 1-leal ing '-'.s it oversha.1.oued nen. T'u.s is c1n E .stern expI?ession uhich 

stands for the _,erson hi se~ f , and loubtless the reason Peter is especially 

.entioned is that ',e a:1 e,c,i~e :l as the le~ ".l.er of the e;ro· p ':l.t,!' this 
... . 1,J.rr,e . 



ithin the church itself cert 1 i'1 thi 1::,:s had.ha 1pened as a result of 

the death of -,1anias and Sa_J_ hira whi ch events led to the yi·'r·seo:bion. 

First, t 11ey uere {;ai uith one> accord (v;;,. 12) . '.I'his literally means of 

one mi 1 cir S.!)iri t an l t'1c 1-:0r::l is used 10 tir,;es in .cts and only once 

els0 where i 1 the . 0 1, 'I'estament ( ,om. 15 ;6) . Of course the.t accor•:1 h0..d been 

cFsr l te:l b3r th"" sin of Ananias "'n<:l 3apphira, but it is no• restored . 

s:nmd;:;±P.E 3olomo ' s porch ·1as evidently one o!: t.ho 11ost !Xlblic concourses 

a•:tl ,<i. favor:i. te meeti e; :,J c>.ce for the b--lievers . Jecon,.l, t'1c judgment of God 

hac1 ta 1::;·1t the believers a lesson ,:tnd t ey li-1 ·,at dare jr-in themselv0 s 

to the rest (vs . 13),; tlnt is , "l10y di lnot d·,re us-.1!'!) t' c e-11.thori ty of the 

ls.aders . :aei11s of on0 "'Ccor.:i 'id at ~-~i
4
1e out, listi.'1ctio s o!: gifi:,s and r.a·ll~ 

Ctmrch . 1. iced, 3:t:,d is lo•1btfol if there were .:i. -r~,r membership rolls i, thi s 

II . P2ISO (5:17-2ill~) 

prison cwern ;_:;hi:. mtil ti1cy coll l once OT'e eat)10r an:1. e:.;:a ine t,her • fo:i; God 

had other _Jlans . -ie sent an an,_;rl uho opened tho prison loors an 1 tolJ. t'1ern 

This ~-msri ' t very ,)ractic"ll, ~-ras it? It uasn ' t e7en asi;1::; e;ood. comrion sense, 

b-_tt it was Go~l ' s coi1 anl a .J. t' 1c.;~ l"'rcd 1ot disobey. Gol deliver us fror.i 

:;ei '1C 30 pract i.cal t'1 t, ;r; can nPver '·war 'firn spoak t,he m.w lal to us . 

{Isa . 55 : E) . I J"ke tli. aryostles I resno,1s 
~ - to ·hat would naturally s30:r:. an 

1:1mrisc com:naml . (vs . 21a) . TheJ 1i l .ot ·a•,;i, nalize ,lisotledience b tell ine 

t:rnmselv..:. hou tired tl1ey Here aft,~::.· a r.·· e;ht i. prison or by reine ,beri .. s '10·.1 
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har::1 i)r~y na l been uorki::1g or by reasonine 11011 un:;ise this procecd·:.1.re ~wnld be; 

they si ?lY obeyed a 1 that :!'icht 11 ee.rly i n the morninr;. 11 (Euke 4 :1; John C :2 

o:1ly) . - 11y Go·l de:_i vered these an 1 per .itted others to .-lie for t he fait:1 

is 1-tid in His eter nal cc nsels , out :m · ~noH He does alJ. thi Jf;S uell. 

III . ?1~,CHI-~ (5:2lb- 39) 

A . 1'.'ilti'm:eid;:R To t'-le nc:ople (_5: 0 :P-:°".5) 
that 

The Sarlhedr:Ln ha,;_ 'l.1 ernbnrrassi ne; meeti -e ;V,){e,1/leit/morni g , for when 

they sq :t for t.'1e risoners t'1ey ;rere ..,o,e . InJeed t·1ere 1-ras not even a fc"1 ine 

dist 1rbecl in the prison- -the r:li st•.11•b<J.nc c• 1-ras all in the council chamber ~ 

a one- trac·: ind--.1.t least it ·-raP on t'13 r i c;'.1t track of fulfilli g tl1e Lord ' s 

graat corw,ission . 

i3 . To the .t·..1.l e ·s (S : 26- 39) 

\fter the capt ain h'3.d secured the disciples and they s ere set before the 

co •ncil a formal charge w;:isintroduced. It containei tHo part s: (1) t 1ey had 

~isobejiP-d th.<1 command of th3 sanheclrin not to teach i n the name of Jesus, and 

( 2 ) they i ntended to c'-lare;e the sanhedrin wit·1 the death of Jesus . 'fl-ie first 

0art was obvi u s l y true, and the s econd shows the eu i_ 1 ty consciences of the 

leaders . To this chare;e Pet er sim;,ly says that when the l aw of God (the 

great conu, j_s sion) conflicts with th.e 1 :iw of r 1lers ( the sanhedr i n) then a 

follower of God must obey Him. At t he same time Peter takes the op_ortu:nity 

to present t :1e messa.~e once t;ain to these relie;ioQs l eadersHe clearly states 

where the il.arne lies- - 11whom ye slew a11d haneeJ 0:1 a tree 11 -- 3 then he states 

three facts about the Lord. which vindicate their message . God raised Hi.1n 

f or the dead; God exalted .Iim at His m-m rie;ht hand; and GoJ eave the Hol y 

Spirit to them that obey. 11Those that obey Him" are not a S:Jecial class of 

believers bo1t all oe] ievers , for the §!m<OODW obedience ·i_s i n ~elot i on to the 
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coiru and to believe (Jn. 6:29; 1 Jn. 3:23) . Too many passages i n the New 

Testa Pnt teach the universal inlwelli ng rxf the Spirit in all believers for this 

one 9as age to seemingly contradict (cf. 

The rnsult was '1ot r epentance but rage (vs. 33), and we may expect stt yet 

today t 11at the gospel wil l do both when preached to men ( cf. 2 : 37). 

Only the night before lro:::J. had chosen to use the su1)ernatural mea.'1s of 

an angel to effect the :ielivera.nce of the apost,les. Now He uses the natural 

) . 

means of t he man Gamaibiel to arrest the poFer of thecouncil. He was one of the 

most celebrated teachers of t'ie l,m, the te,,cher of Paul, and the leader of 

the "'"'harisees in the council . His motive is obv:Lous--he sim:,ly could not let 

th~ Sad.icees gain the poi '1t , and so 11e ado_ ts an o ':)ortunit t I s policy. His 

suggestion is "Hands off," He suggests dodging the issue; he sii.ou.ld have sugges t ed 

a11 investi gation a t least . In sulport of his idea he cites two instances in 

. G H which pur ported works of od came to noue;ht because they were 1ot o.f im. 

The first , the case of Theudas , i.s '1ot cited elsewhere extra- bibli.cally. 

However, t hi s is not unusual and certai, 1ly does not make the str oy untrue , 

f or tl1ere were many such disturbances in Je1-:isl1 history. The case of Judas 

of Gal i l ee is cited by U:osephus who ascribes to ·this movmmBilt the ori gin of 

the Zealots from w' ich .:>imon ~.:1.d cone (cf. 1 : 13) . Gamaliel argues that if 

this present movmme:ht be not of I.rod it will l ikewise come to nought . 

r.v. pu·,r,-31-r.r:;:-IT ( :h0- Li2) 

The Sadducees •vere ""creed to agree , but the a_ ostles w"re beaten with 

forty stri,es save one for their lisobedience to the sanhedrin (Deut . 25 :2,3) . 

They 1-1ere further w2.rned and released. ·rotice the attitude of the disciples . 

They rejoiced at bei n3 counted worthy to s·lffer thi_s shame for His sake . It 

evide '1tly was thP shame of the incident w'1ich was more !)ainful tl1an the be::i.ti ng . 

Fur thermore , their re j oicinr; xa:x ;Led to ~ the co'1tirnia~iqn of the acti -;.Jz.,;;_: 
for --A.~-f'(Y1.r.~ - ~ -'~~ ( ~ .... ~aq< 4•'6 ~ _ 

/\ which they had been arrested. The pppere of the 1.ctivity was both in the 1--+,,.:c..} 
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temple (this must h:.ve been a ...,reat victory for them) and in their o:m gro-1ps 

in the houses . The n::iture of the activity was t eaching, that is, instructio11, 

and preaching, that is, evangeli3 ing . Persecution had not dampened their 

ardor , The fear of com::iromisir.g ;as greater tha·1 t 11e f ear of counciihs. 

God give us the same consistent, ste;i.cly, '.l '"'Votio 1 to the s&ilP t ask of 

rear:hing men w·th t1e soo,1 news of Jesus Christ. 


