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TH FI r3T P ..::R ;Ci'TIO 

Persecutio w s the blessin~ of the apostolic chur ch, "D'l a blessed 

church she uas , for five times in el even ye u-s hnncls were stretched forth 

'I ' to vex the erou_; in derus lem. This chapter introduces us to the first of 

these persect.tions. In each i nstance J h01•:ever, the persecution resulted 
I 

I • l }!.'1 increasec power • This i s especially evident in the clu~pter before us . 
. • ,' 

' . 
: / f.he ye· r i s still 33 A. :) , and the scene is Jerus<1l em . 

J. PSRSECUTION (L :1 - 22) 

A. TH~ ~ riso~ (4:1- L) 

I s r ·sel ' s rejection i s corrplete, for now her leaders ar:eest mm Peter 

and John for their pre8.ching . And yet it was not sin. ly their preachi t: that 
specific,,lly 

disturbed them, but tl'1eir preachi t; of the resurrection of Christ fron, the 

dead. 1 ·aturally this would have enra.:ed the S"'dducees who did not believe 

in resurrection, and tis is the reason uhy the persecution in t11e book of 

•.cts where resu.rrection i s the keynote of tmi:r its messages is chiefl.1 from . 

the Sadducees in contr-istto t he o 1osition of the Phari sees i n the~­

e:o.rthly li "e of Chris t . ifonetheless, their very actions denonstrated the 

effect of the preached ord as did tne f act that many who heard believed so 

tlnt the number of believers riow totaled Soon. ~~aurmrst All precautions 

were taken for the arrest . 

The arrest F3.S 1nade by the caDt;1.i n of the te ~nle in _.?erson : he was 
an officer of high r ank , probably identic ~.1 with ·the .Sa0an of the 
Talmud ul1o rPnked 1ext the hieh-priest . ~-ie was also supported by a 
strong body of the ~adluce~ri hijl- p~eistly faction , very possi blJ by 
Cai aphas hirnself or An as . :tac:J1ar-., p . 56. 

Christ ' s war Js are fulfilled : "The servant is not gr ater than his lord . If they 

h.1ve :'ersecuted me , they will also persecute you_; if they have kept nry sayirig, 

they will n: keep your ' s also11 (John 15 : 20 ). 
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B. The Preachi e (4:5-12) 

1. The people ( ir: 5-7) • An aue;ust ass embly heard the words of ;mE11 Peter 

o'! this occasion. 'lnnas the Hieh Priest heads the list. Ca:aphas, his son- ' 

in- law was also there. He was the ltor.,an- appointed high priest (cf. Jn. 15:24) 

al though •\nnas would have been in the eyes of a strict J eu the nearest 

representative of Aaron. i\.ctually accor:iine to Je1-rish law there rould only 

be O'e hi: h priest livemg at a time and hi s office continued until death, but 
•• confuse 

the omans in order to sc"tter allce;iance often ap,Jointed another while the 

first was still living. Annas was the deposed high priest; Caiaphas , the 

eovernine one . Joh11 and Alexander who are mentioYJ.ed next may have been 

relatives of the hish priest; at least, they 1-rere very notable persons . 

In addition the rulers , elders , a.nd scribes were there, and other rel atives 

of the h.i.gh priest. This means that the aristocracy of Jerus alem 1-ras resent, 

for t he h i~h preist and his relatives uould hav ·, been Sadducees and wealthy 

people . They were seated in a semif circle with Peter , John, and the lame man 
in front of them. 

2 . The Power (~ : 8) . The rest of the chapter is a natural outcome of 

the super natur al of verse 8. Peter an'l Joh'1 are no l onger two unlettered 

fishermen but are now me:i f illed with thP Holy Spirit. Tru,s accounts for 

what follows, for aa;ain 1-re have a demonstration of the theme of the book of 

Acts; i.e., the Spirit of God usi n.e; the · 'or'l of Liod through t he man of God. 

3. The Preachi g (4:9-12). In 92 wonds _Peter turns the t abl es on the 

Sanhedri1 and puts them on trial . In this brief messa0e he frist calls 

attention to what was done and points out that the heali ng of the lame man was 

not a crime but a good deed (vs. 9) . He then declares that the miracle took 

place in the name of the hated ifazarene (vs. 10), that t hey were responsible for 

His cr'-1.cifixion (vs. 10); that God raised Him from the dead (vs. 10), that the 

evidence stands before them whole (vs . 1 i) , that thei r rejection of Christ was 

)redicted in t he Pord of God (vs. 11 cf. Psa . 118:22 ) , but that if they will 



but beli eve they may h av e salvation through His nan~ .(vs . 12) . Peter 

sur el y did not watte words! \le could cert ai l y use more shorter sermons 

torlay- if they would be as poi nted as Peter 1 s . 

C. The P11nish¢ment (4:13-22) 
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The San'1eJri '1 Fas "'St,..,nished at the bolJ.ness of Peter a1d John, for 

t he:-r Here 1ot trai ed and schooled men. They then co1· ecte:l t 11ese t,ro 1rith 

J es is possibly re• ernoeri nt; their prese11ce in the temple duri 1g t he last 1-r •c:... 

nf C'rr · st' s 1 ife . :::"i "ll j' t11ey recognize t'1e f~ct the.t t:ie iracle t1as 

mdeni able and '1eocc conclude that t·wy coul.'l say nothi e aeai st i t . 

T11e dmsci . .:,les , 1-1'10 had oeen 'lbsent 1-rhile this co,1fe-··i g · ,as soi e 0,1, 

ar e called back in · 11d c11arged not to speak in the nane of Glu•ist any · ore . 
dicta:t.es 

t Peter a 1d J o'm >re ot o::1es to .. oH to the uhims of ecclesiastical 

or2"l..,i zations . 'i'11ere ·~ill be no c c .promi.se hero an·l so the r eply, 11 .re cannot 

b t speak the t h i n::..;s rh·ich we sa:: an.1. 'w•:•.rd11 (vs . 20) . I n all of this 

tl1e 'isp:::.. )lcs c.lo no bo£1st or i sist o the.i.r ri._,''1t.s; 0hey si ply rer e.i11 

tranquail in the kno •rl·let;e th:->t they mu.st obcJ God I s wi l l. Th ouch every 

ef ~')rt s-'-10 ld be nade to live c:>.ceabl y \-,ith all men, the wor:: of t·1e Lo:t.'d 

·is above 1.ny 11a 1 or gr,mp of men . 

Trie first persec:.i.tio'1 is lJassed; its end is onl~r a tln•r;:.'lt, , for the :_)root 

of tl1e nesc:age ;-,as i controvert.iule. The ma 1 stool '1ealed <i:::l ::10 o:1e c oul l de'1Y 

it . So r'!l.tst it be i,oda.y. ::''p ch1:•c'1 m st :9roduce healed. men nl these ~rill 

be ·:)1e E;rc<itest arD,1.rne .t for Christianity . 

II . ~O "El (4:23-37) 

11 .~~i ~~ (4. L--:s-s) 
l , Th"l PlacP Cl! :"3 ) 

Afte: beir1g threate11e l the disciple? 1·eturned to their 01-m t-rou1, . Perhaps 

the believers ha been _)r aying for :?e-l;er an 1 John 11hile they we1'e in .._)riso11. 
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There they report the ev<::nts uhich ,,,a' ccurred. Persecution 'lot only bei11gs 

pow=•r btt it also brings division, and God is no,:; beeinninr; to riark off 

tl-iose who definitely belon~ to 'Iim . It uas to this group that t1ey returned. 

~ T'1e Praynr (b.:24- 30 ~ 

"he the nr->ws ,;-ras reci eved, the earl y Christians lid not ponder l)"J what 

scheme or pl.an or design they izht the more cleverly (and us·1ally the less 

forcibly) carry on their uork i-rithout offending anyone and especial ly the 

authorities . ·onder of ,--anders they did no:, even ap)oint a commi ttee to 

silillldy the problem! They i.r:111ediatel.1 took the u11ole matter to God in prayer . 

It was from Him that th.ey received thei!' answer not from so e friend or 

i .1fluential contact with the authorities . God despises that very thing. 

J.ememb r Asa 11110 relied on t 11e I~ing of Syria instead of the Lord God (2 Chron. 

16 :7-9)? God reh1kes him . ,,everely and on the basis of His omniscience and 

omnipote"'!ct . In contrast is the exam:Jle ofHeze1dah ,;rho, 1·1hen thheate11ed by 

Sennacherib, sousht the lielp of the ... ord, not of his contacts (2 ; i'1::;s 19) . 

The early churc'1 also prayed . 

ot_. Addre""s to tl1e Person of God (vs . 21-!) . God is addressed b-.f the infant 

churcn. as absolute sovereign. It is '1ot the usnal uord for Lord bu.t th~ 

word from which comes the English despot . It is used for the abso .ute 

rel ationship of a master t.o his slaves(cf. 1 Tim. 6 :1 , 2; Ti t . 2 : 9; l Pet . 2 :18) . 

.Actually it is because they address iiim thus tha.t they can praJ the rest of 

tie prayer . 

b.-. rlecognition of the power of God (vs'. 24b). £heir prayer is directed 

to One uho., ti1ey reco ~nize as the all-powe •fol Creator . 3urely He can take 

care of this l ittle matter that '1ad come ¥ID • 

~ Submission to the ;?lan of Goel (vs . 25- 28) . As they prayed t 11e ::oly 

Spirit opened to thoPl the Scriptur•·•s (Psa . 2) and revalls to them not only that 

Javid was the author but also tmm so1aet!1ine of the meanine of tl1e Psalm. 
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It is a :?salm that teaches the hatred of the uorld system for God and His 

l·iessi.ah. Those uho prayed realized that tl-tis was specifically demonstrated 

in the death of Christ , the blame for uhich is assigned not only to the 

Jeus (at:' Gentiles are prone to say) but also to us Gentiles , and the execution 

o;: ,,rhich was completely predeterr ,ined in the plan of God. Here again the 

ScriJtures bring toeether the sovereignty of God (vs . 2~) and the responsibility 

of man for his actions (vs . 27) . It is ev.i.dent i'ror tho romaindar of the 

Psalm that t he f i :ial demonstration of the uorld I s hatred for Christ ~-rill 

..,e just prior to His return 1-1hen the f·'.a.'1 of .::>in 1riJl reign supreme. But then-­

glorious day--He shall tai<:e the re;i.c;;ns of govern1;1ent a'ld r-~ile uith a rod of 

iron. It is no ,•ronrler , the cl.:i sciples seem to say, that now when we preach 

a risen, glorified Christ the ·10rld rulers hate us on '3.Ccount of Him. (cf. 

Jn . 15 :19). 

J. Presentatio.: of petitio .s to God (vs . 2Q- 30). Host of the prayer 

has been concerned •rith praisin.:; 1..od; 1 0w l;heir petitions are _)resented. 

First t1:J.ey ask the Lord not to remove the threats but to behold t hem, This 

word is used here and :;:uke 1 :25 only and t'.1e meanin~ is "keep thy eye on 

t11.e.~r threatenings, 11 a thing they knew the Lord uould do and yet 1-1hich they 

request , Seco d , they ask for boldness . Isn 't that interesting, for they are 
incr ease of the 

aski -ie for the/very thing 1·1hich brought on the persecution. They only ask 

the Lord to confirm th ir 11essage by signs in the physical realm . 

:,i. The Power ( 4: 31) 

}I<~~~~ 7 '--; 
·•hen theJ had prayed God answered. The outuaI"l visible evidence of that 

uas t~1e shaking of Plhe place ·-rriere they 1-rere assembled and their speaking 

ith the boldness for which t11ey ha -1 asked. But the imrard reason for it 

uas the .filling of the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost they had been 

baptised i-l th the Spirit and also fi 7 led. Hou this filli .g needel.d to be and 
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uas cepeated. And so it is in ever.1 .believer ' s experience--the fi lline 

with the Spirit is a:1 oft- repeated experience--as often as sin co ,es into 

the life . ( ~Iote Sphesians 5: 18 :-~herP the present tense fttrther demonstrates 

t:1.is fact . ) 

uas 1"!anif est • 

The !'O:,er was sought , the Power was received, and the power 

B. Becaus' of Purse (4:32- 37) 

The Porld says "- oney ta11•s J 11 So ·t did i'1 tho early church, fortheir 

power was definitely related to the common life uhich they shared. It uas 

the best proof of their preaching. This is ::1ot Christian communism, ut aather 

a right vie1·1 of property. The early church i:ras r-=;aJ.izing that al l beloneed 

to God and that He Jirect,ed in the use of all (not merely a tenth) their 

goods . Tho sale of property uas quite voluntary (vs . 34) . The right of 

ossession 1-1as not ."'bolished. The community had nothing to do with the 

noney until it had vol.mtarily bee'1 civen to the apostles . The distribution 

,·ras not equally but accordinG to '1eed. Certai'1ly thfus has ,10 relation to 

comrr..misn. The clnrch also had a right view of charit y , for they took care 

of their mm c>.n.l did not appeal to the comnmnity Chest . 

One 1-rho is especially "1ame J. as havi·1e an important p2rt in this 

fellowshi:_1 of goods is arnabas . He Has a Cypriote,prooably unmarried 

(1 Cor . o :4- 6) , evirlently uealthy, ~ one w11o is Jesienated an apostle, 

and 0'1e ,.TJ10se c:ift •ras especially thnt o.f e;d10rtation (cf. 1. :23) . 

Bnt n ost im_Jortant of all here is the :·act that he is an outstanding 
concrete 

example of the out·orking of the law of love among the e'trly believers . 

kmm: Yes , money talks, and here it sp~aks of the lC've of Christ ruling in 

ii1dividua:b hearts and c1.ri.ne for other members of the body of Christ. 


